Screening With
Support

Strengthening Family-School
Partnerships for Literacy Success

VARPA




From Screening to

Understanding
A Practical Guide

Pre Screener Sensemaking

Making sense of the literacy screener: the what and why

What is the screener?
Why is this screener used?

What inputs (professional development,
coaching, resources) guide my
understanding of these screeners?

Where can | access those resources?

What inputs (videos, a parent guide, or
one-on-one conversations) would help me
feel more confident in understanding the
purpose of this screener?

Where can | access those resources?
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Pre Screener Sensemaking

Making sense of data: preparing for a collaborative conversation

Who at the school can explain these results to me in plain language?
Which indicators or patterns are hardest to interpret?

What barriers make it hard to act quickly
and/or confidently on the data?

If the student’s results are below the
expected benchmark, how can | tell
whether that reflects a skill gap,
language development, or other factor?

What do acronyms like ORF (oral
reading fluency) or PA (phonological
awareness) mean?

When | get my child’s screening results,
how do | know what’'s most important to

focus on first?

What questions should | be asking?

My Notes
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From Screening to

Understanding
A Practical Guide

Post Screener Sensemaking

Making sense of the literacy screener: reducing overwhelm

How am | feeling about this information right now?
Am | noticing overwhelm or feeling overwhelmed?

| know this is a lot of information, so This feels like a lot to take in. Can we
let’s hit pause and check in. How are pause for a moment?

you feeling right now?
I’'m trying to process everything. Could
Let’s take this one piece at a time so it you share the most important part first?
doesn’t feel overwhelming.

| want to highlight the most important
takeaway right now before we go into
the details.

How can | clarify what's being shared so that everyone understands?

Can | pause here and check if this part I’'m feeling a little unsure about what this
makes sense? means. Could you explain that part
again?

Before | share more, what questions do
you have about what we’ve covered? | understand some of this, but I'm still
wondering about ___.
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Post Screener Sensemaking

Making sense of data: a collaborative conversation

How can | explain in plain language or understand education jargon?
What is the real world application for this data?

Provide plain-language explanations of
key measures through use of mini
examples (PSF, LNF, NWF, etc.).

For example NWF:

e Example: When your student sees
the nonsense word “mig” they read it
as /m/~/l/~/g/ = mig.

e Why it matters: Nonsense words
require students to use their phonics
skills to sound them out. They’ve
never seen the word before, so it's
impossible for them to recognize it
and read it automatically. This shows
whether they can apply what they’ve
learned about letter-sound
relationships to read new words.

e |In plain terms: This helps me
understand if kids can really read by
sounding out, not just recognizing
words they’ve memorized.

I'm feeling a little unsure about what
this part means. Could you explain it

again in simpler terms?

If my child is reading nonsense words,

why is this important?

Could you give me an example of what

this looks like in my child’s reading?
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Post Screener Sensemaking

Making sense of data: a collaborative conversation continued

How can | explain or understand education jargon through real examples?
What does this mean about their current performance or future success?

Frame “below expected” scores with Is a “below average” score a major
context: concern, or is it something that can
e What does this mean now? improve with support?

e What supports can help?
What does this mean for them as a

For example, a student scores below reader and a student?
benchmark on NWF on DIBELs at BOY:
e “There’s a lot of jargon here, so let’s What sort of practice will my child get
walk through it. At the beginning of during the school day?

first grade, we expect students to
start blending sounds to read short
CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant)
words, like “cat.” The child would
sound it out, /c//a//t/, and then read
the word cat.

e A below benchmark score shows
that your child needs more practice
with connecting letters to sounds
and blending them together. With
daily, targeted support, like
practicing letter sounds, building and
reading simple words, and working
with decodable books, they can make
growth.

e The good news is we caught this
now and we know consistent
practice should help them catch up
quickly and ensures this gap does
not widen.
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Post Screener Sensemaking

Checking in: a collaborative reflection and action plan

How can we reinforce understanding and partnership?
What are our next steps?

Invite families to share their biggest This feels like a lot to take in.
questions or concerns before closing.
What is the most important thing for me
Guide families to focus on what matters to walk away understanding?

most.

Can you share the one part that feels
most concerning to you right now?

Highlight priority skills and next steps What should | expect next?
for the parents.
What specific activities or routines can |
Suggest home practice routines and do at home to support my child?

share available resources.

Set expectations for progress How will we know if the first
monitoring and follow-up options intervention is working and when
(progress checks, resources, next should we check back in?
meeting).

Can we schedule a follow-up to see how
We’'ll monitor progress together and things are going in a few weeks?
adjust as needed.
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Interested in learning more?

We'd love to continue the conversation, so please reach out to
connect with us. We're excited to grow this work together.

Contact:

Rebecca Bush

www.leadchanges.com

X @&

info@leadchanges.com

Randi Stone

www.randistone.com

X @&

randilstone@gmail.com
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